
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE CONNISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 91-634-B — ORDER NO. 92-236

APRIL 1, 1992

IN RE: Southern Notor Carriers Rate
Conference.

) ORDER APPROVING
) RATES AND CHARGES

This matt, er comes before the Public Service Commission of

South Carolina (the Commission) by way of an Application filed by

Southern Notor Carriers Rate Conference, Incorporated (SNCRC), on

behalf of its member carriers, on November 8, 1991, whereby SNCRC

sought certain relief in the nature of approval of increases in

certain rates and minimum charges published in SNCRC Tariff SCPSC

SNC 306-D. The Application was filed pursuant. to 8 AC. Code Ann.

558-23-1010 (1976, as amended) and R. 103-194 of the Commission's

Rules and Regulations for Notor Carriers.

Subsequent to the initiation of this proceeding, the

Commission Staff instructed the Applicant to cause to be published

a prepared Notice of Filing in certain newspapers of general

circulation i.n the State of South Carolina. The Notice of Fili. ng

indicated the nature of the Appli. cation and advised all interested

parties who wished to protest of the time in which to file such

protests. No protests were filed with the Commission.

The information filed by the Applicant indicates its operati, ng

ratio to be 100.66': before the proposed increases. Staff
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calculated the operating ratio as adjusted to be 102.83':. Based

upon the i.nformation filed by the Applicant, the Commission Staff

has determined that the proposed increases would result in a

projected revenue increase of $1, 439, 754 based on an updated test

year calculation, or $3, 043, 272 calculated on 1990 figures, which

amounts to a 6.83': increase over present revenues. If this

increase were granted, the Applirant's operat. ing ratio would be

reduced to 94.22':.

A hearing was commenced on February 26, 1992, at 10:30 a.m. in

the Commission's Hearing Room. The Honorable Narjorie Amos-Frazier

presided. John W. Joyce, Esquire, Ted Srhwartzberg, Esquire, and

James Richardson, Esquire, represented the Applicant, Southern

Notor Carriers Rate Conference, Incorporated. F. David Butler,

Staff Counsel, represented the Commission Staff. SNCRC presented

the testimony of Dan Aker and Leajar Brooks, staff employees of the

SNCRC. SNCRC also presented the testimony of John Rader of

Southeastern Freight Lines, Richard Keeler of Standard Trucking

Company, W. S. Noore of Greenwood Notor Lines, and Kenny Dabes of

Overnite, Incorporated. The Commission Staff presented the

testimony of Naria Walker, Staff Accountant, and Kevin Yacobi,

Senior Rate Analyst.

The study carriers utili. zed by the Commission Staff in this

case were Dixie Trurking, Incorporated, Fredrickson Notor Express

Corporation, Greenwood Notor Lines, Southeastern Freight Lines,

Spartan Express, Incorporated, and Standard Trurking Company. The

study carriers were 6 out of 22 carriers represent. ed by the
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Applicant. The 6 carriers audited were strategically located, as

well as having transported 83': of the traffic in the various rate

groups in which an increase is sought.

The Applicant presented testimony through witness Rader that

expenses have increased in training and equipment, as well as fuel

costs. The carrier witnesses emphasized that they are trying to

make the best of their present situation by increasing computer

use, more training in hazardous materials areas, and other

conservation measures. The carrier witnesses also testified that

it was common practice to give varying discounts to their customers

in order to retain and/or obt. ain business, averaging in the area of

7o to 11 20 ~

Staff witness Naria Walker testified that the operating ratio

of the combined study carriers, per books, pri, or to any increase is

102.83':. After the proposed increase, the operating ratio the

combined study carri. ers for South Carolina intrastate traffic would

be 94.22':. Kevin Yacobi, Senior Rate Analyst, testified that he

had audited the carriers records for compliance with published

tariffs, and found no major infract. ions with any of the study

carriers.
The Commissi. on has considered the Applicant's request

carefull. y. The Commission notes that, in spite of the conservation

measures testified to by the carrier witnesses, the study carriers

commonly gave discounts on rates to numerous shippers in order to

retain and/or obtain business. Further, an examination of the

evidence as a whole does not convince us that the Company should be
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granted the entire increase i t has requested.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED'

That, effective April 6, 1992, the following increases

shall be approved for SNCRC Tariff SCPSC SNC 306-D:

a. On LTL or AQ rates: 5.25%.

On VOl or TL rates (including per vehicle charges):

2 25o

C. On minimum charges for a single shipment including Floor

Ninimum Charges: $2. 25.

On rates in cents per square yard, per article, per piece

or per pallet: 5.25-:.

On accessarial rates or charges, including arbitraries:

5.25'

2. That the Applicant shall file tariffs with the Commission

reflecting this Order within ten (10) days of the date of this

Order.

3. That this Order shall remain in full force and effect
until further Order of the Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE CONNISSION:

irman

ATTEST

Executive Director

(SEAL)
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